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Chairman’s message
Once again it is my pleasure to welcome a new Director to the WAMMCO Board in Brad Ipsen from Manjimup.
Brad brings skills to the Board, particularly in marketing from his experience and ongoing involvement in the vegetable
industry, that will add further depth to the Board’s skills and capabilities. With the inclusion of Brad, this now makes the
addition of 3 new Directors to the WAMMCO Board in the last 18 months. I do sincerely thank the other members who
put their name forward for consideration for the Board vacancy. They were all very good candidates but unfortunately
there was only one position to fill. However I would urge you to maintain your interest in WAMMCO and help us make
this an even better Co-operative with your support.
Before leaving the subject of Directors I must take the opportunity to thank the
retiring Director Rod Madden (pictured with Tony Abbey, Badgingarra) for his
eleven year contribution to the Board. Rod came onto the Board of WAMMCO
when the new Cooperative was struggling to make its way with a huge debt
burden and strong opposition from opposing meat companies, due to the
dwindling supply of livestock available as a result of a very buoyant live shipping
industry. His strong contribution to governance and cooperative matters were
always appreciated.
The first half of the 2014/15 season has been very good for WAMMCO and the
Goulburn business, Southern Meats, with good supplies of both lamb and mutton
coming forward to both plants. Supplies of livestock have tightened considerably in
the second half of the year but should still allow us to show a reasonable profit for
the year. If this is the case then the subject of rebates will be on the Board agenda
again this year.
I do urge all producers to check whether all of their lambs and sheep that have been either sold over the hooks on
schedule or by contract are eligible for a full rebate. Ensure that you hold enough participating shares to receive a
rebate, if one is paid, on all qualifying sheep and lambs. If you are unsure of your position and need further advice to
clarify your situation, don’t hesitate to contact Bruce Ede at WAMMCO or any one of the Directors of WAMMCO.
May I conclude this message by wishing all members a good early break to the season and urge you to keep as many
sheep and lambs as possible coming forward to WAMMCO through the tight winter period ahead.
Remember this is your Co-operative so please support it where ever you can.
Regards,
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Record February Production
WAMMCO has set a new, all time February
production record for its Katanning lamb and
mutton processing plant, achieving an
outstanding plant utilisation rate of 96.9% for
the month.

February was the plant’s ability to meet rising
US demand for frenched racks with a record
output of nearly 7,000 racks per day.

Plant Manager Tony Bessell said the result had
been possible because of good supplies of good
quality lamb and mutton, improved technology
and plant reliability and the greater operating
flexibility of a recent workplace agreement.
“We were able to benefit from extra overtime
including Saturday shifts, as well as a stable
workforce,” he said.
“About 75% of the record throughput consisted
of lamb with mutton making up the balance.
The average weight of lambs processed at
Katanning in February was 21.8 kg, - about 280
grams per lamb lighter than February 2014.”
A feature of the high production result for

Tony said WAMMCO continued to maximise
joint funding avenues for research and
development, often running two or more
projects at a time. “One of the projects we are
currently trialling is to further extend the shelf
life of chilled product and another prototype
from New Zealand is designed to automatically
remove rack caps and flap.”

WAMMCO farewell’s long time employees
Plant manager, Tony Bessell recently hosted a
farewell at the Katanning plant for Asley
Mitchell. Asley moved to Katanning from Cocos
Island in 1977 and commenced work at the
Metro Meats processing plant in 1985.

Rob Panting, Khap Lloyd, Asley Mitchell, Merita
Heketa and Tony Bessell
“Asley originally started as a cleaner at the
plant before being employed in the boning
room. She quickly developed meticulous boning
skills to meet the period of massive growth in
demand for value added lamb product, and has
been a loyal and highly valued employee over

the past 30 years.”
Fiona Clay was another highly regarded
employee to recently leave the Co-operative.

“Fiona was with us for 15 years, and was known
and respected by most of our producer
members as livestock receivals officer at
Katanning. She played an integral role in the
development of WAMMCO’s State Carcase
Competition and greatly assisted producers
with their bookings, particularly in periods of
heavy supply,” Tony said.
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Big USA Wharf
Dispute Costs
WAMMCO
A six-week wharf dispute has affected
most of the major ports along the US
west coast, with costly impacts on Australian food exporters including
WAMMCO.
CEO Coll MacRury said the strike was
centred on the main US port of Los
Angeles, but eventually involved
20,000 workers and restricted product
flow in other areas of the US and
Canada. Whereas it had now been
resolved, serious disruption to shipping
was expected to continue for some
time before the backlog of cargo was
cleared. “The dispute came at a busy
time for WAMMCO’s US shipping
programme, forcing us to freeze some
chilled product and to airfreight other
urgent chilled product orders to satisfy
our customers in America and
Canada.”
Coll said WAMMCO was working to
minimise the effects of the strike
aftermath on top of record February
production at Katanning. “February
production at Katanning confirmed
what the Co-operative is now capable
of, in terms of members and staff
working together for a rewarding
outcome. “I would like to congratulate
Tony Bessell and all of his Katanning
staff, Peter Krupa and his buyers, our
livestock agents and all of the
WAMMCO support staff - and our WA
producer members, on achieving this
outstanding result.”
Whilst lamb supplies had held up well
in WA during March and April and are
expected to tighten, Coll said good
rains in the East had produced
abundant feed for graziers who had
already stemmed the flow of livestock
causing lamb and mutton prices to rise.

WAMMCO’s March title goes to Corrigin producers.
Two branches and several generations of Corrigin’s Poultney family
have combined many years of sheep breeding experience in a
SAMM/Dohne/Merino prime lamb partnership that has won
WAMMCO’s Producer of the Month award for March 2015.

Andrew and Craig have no plans to expand the sheep operation.
They believe the prime lamb side of the business is optimised at
around 2,000 ewes, fitting well with their enterprise ratio of 60%
cropping and 40% sheep.

Ross Poultney, who left full-time farming two years ago to expand
his Solar Water Pump Sales and Service business in Perth, has
teamed up with his brother Harold’s sons Andrew and Craig and
their young families to extend a successful cropping and livestock
business.

They have an ongoing policy to maintain a good clover/medic base
in pasture paddocks kept for lambing and weaning.

Andrew and Craig share farm Ross’s 2,900ha Corrigin property under
an agreement that includes his SAMM/Dohne/Merino ewes and
rams. The joint prime lamb operation now involves around 2,000
ewes.
The winning Producer of the Month consignment consisted of 157
lambs that were processed at Katanning on March 6 and averaged
22.1kg to return $119.94 including skins.
The Poultney brothers said they were pleased that nearly 64% of the
draft met WAMMCO Select specifications and that individual lambs
reached a top of $146 per head.
Despite an excellent cropping season, later lamb drafts including the
WAMMCO award winners were finished on a lupin/hay mix via self
feeders, when stubbles shut off early.

With an average 100% annual lambing, the partnership has been
sending most of its prime lambs to WAMMCO at Katanning with
consignments and bookings weighed and arranged by Tony Douglass
of Elders Corrigin.
They aim to sell their annual crop of lambs at a minimum of $100/
head, and if necessary, will risk higher holding costs to keep lambs
back.
The family hold WAMMCO shares to secure their processing
entitlements at Katanning and welcomed the Co-operative’s record
rebate last year.
“The income from sheep is always timely and will keep us in the
game, provided lamb prices are sustained and there is no further
disruption to the live sheep trade, or bans on mulesing,” Craig said.
Good opening rains and some follow-up recently have set early
hopes for another good 2015 season in the Corrigin area.

“We take a close interest in the processing feedback from
WAMMCO and would welcome the return of an expanded
WAMMCO Select accreditation incorporating taste, tenderness and
other characteristics,” Craig said.
Harold Poultney shared an early interest in dual purpose Merinos
through his membership of the Australian Merino Society and its
later Performance Bred extension, and his sons have maintained an
interest in Merinos.
Ross Poultney left the original family farming enterprise in 1989,
shifting his Merino focus to the Bolt family’s Claypans stud at
Corrigin.
Ongoing depression in the wool market and brighter prospects for
lamb and shipping wethers, tempted him to purchase five South
African Meat Merino rams at the Northam ram sale in the late
1990’s with two more from Peter Jensen at Pingaring in 2010. Dohne
ewes were added to the mix in 2011.

Craig Poultney (right) pictured with Andrew, his wife Emma and their
children Taj and Paige.

SAMM rams bred from this base and classed mainly on size, enabled
him to produce up to F4 SAMM/Merinos, but he still buys in
Claypans blood ewes for their size and wool quality.
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2014 Executive Chef of the Year Exclusively
Uses WAMMCO Lamb
Atlantis The Palm’s Executive Chef, Gilles Perrin
(pictured right with Jamie Ferguson—ex MLA
Middle East) was recently awarded the
Executive Chef of the Year for 2014 at the 10th
Hotelier Middle East Awards held at the
Intercontinental Dubai Festival City.

WAMMCO State
Prime Lamb
Carcase Comp
Members wishing to enter the 2014/15
WAMMCO State Prime Lamb Carcase
Competition should act promptly with
the competition closing at the end of
May. The competition has already
received close to 90 entries and
evaluated over 23,000 carcases.

The famous Burj Al Arab and Atlantis the Palm
are the two icon hotels in Dubai and
international tourists target these hotels for
holiday and business stopovers.

A entry consists of at least 100, 2014
born crossbred lambs and costs $50
per entry.

Both hotels utilise WAMMCO Lamb in their
restaurants.
The five star Atlantis the Palm, 1500 room
nautically themed resort was the first resort to
be built on the man-made island Palm
Jumeriah. It has over 20 restaurants within the
complex with one restaurant, the Ossiano being
underwater.
The resort opened in September 2008 has a
17ha water park with twelve water slides and a
2.3 kilometre river ride with cascades, tidal
waves and rapids which is a big attraction for
European families getting away from the cold
northern winters.

The competition is supported by; Farm
Weekly, Elders, Primaries, Superior
Livestock Services, Milne Feeds, NAB
Agribusiness, Zoetis, Gallagher Animal
Management.
Please contact Rob Davidson for any
competition queries on 0429380195.
Entry forms can be downloaded from

http://tinyurl.com/k5nws5t

Merino Lamb Muster
Australian Wool Innovation, the Stud
Merino Breeders Association of WA,
Landmark, Universal Initiatives, Clarke
Rural Contractors, Farm Weekly and
WAMMCO are all supporting the inaugural
Merino Lamb Muster.
This Merino only carcase competition is
designed to show that the breed can be
truly be seen as a dual purpose animal.
WAMMCO knows from past association
with the Prime Merino Lamb Alliance that
well bred and well fed Merino lamb
carcases meet the criteria of particular
international markets.
The Co-operative has enjoyed watching

over the past 12 years the growth,
competition and significant improvement
in the genetics entered in the WAMMCO
State Prime Lamb Carcase Competition and
hope that over time the Merino Lamb
Muster will grow into a similar sized
competition.
With $12,000 of cash and prizes to
distribute to the winning consignments,
growers are encouraged to prepare and
nominate an entry.
An entry consists of a minimum of 100 x
2014 born pure Merino lambs plus an entry fee of $50.
There are 2 categories—Export class
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(22.1—26kg) and Trade weight (18.1—
21kg). Merino ram, wether and ewes
lambs are all accepted.
The competition will close on Friday 26th
June.
Entry forms will be regularly printed in the
Farm Weekly or can be sourced through
your local agent, WAMMCO livestock team
representative or downloaded from

http://tinyurl.com/oqgq8qg
Please contact Rob Davidson for any
competition queries on 0429380195.

International Meat Markets
Strong sales have continued over the past 6 months with selling values

Conditions in China are also much softer than last year. Australian

being assisted by the lower Australian dollar. Driving these sales has

lamb exports to China are down by 5% for the first 3 months of 2015,

been continuing strong demand from our core markets of North

which is a change from the month-on-month growth in recent years.

America, the Middle East, Europe and South East Asia where high FOB
prices have been maintained.
The positive demand from these markets has been reflected in the
total volume of lamb being exported from Australia. According to
AMIC, lamb exports for the month of March at 23,413 tonnes were
the second-largest monthly total on record. Calendar year 2014
shipments of 236,929 tonnes was a record export year for the lamb
industry but for the first 3 months of 2015, shipments are 6% higher
than the same 3 months last year.
Pictured with Damien Giumelli and Senior Marketing Executive Albert
Baker (right) are regular buyers from Mauritius.
Sales into the Middle East continue to provide an excellent market for
the Co-operative and demand for both chilled and frozen lamb has
been strong again this year. Earlier this year WAMMCO attended the
Gulf Food Trade fair in Dubai where positive meetings were held with
all of our regular customers, along with some new potential contacts
in the region. Australian lamb sales to the Middle East have increased
Marketing Manager Damien Giumelli (far right) with representatives
from WAMMCO’s long term Saudi Arabian client

14% for the first 3 months of 2015 compared to last year.
Customer feedback from our core markets continues to be positive

Going forward the outlook for the medium term is more uncertain and

about the consistency and quality of WAMMCO lamb, and issues like

there has been some pull-back in demand over recent weeks – some

food safety and farm assurance schemes are increasingly being sought

of which can be attributed to seasonal supply and demand in the

by customers. More recently there has been interest from some

Northern hemisphere. Some markets are reporting high inventories,

markets to certify products as hormone and antibiotic free.

along with plenty of supply offers out of Australia and New Zealand.

Skin market
Skins Manager, Matt Craig reports the
international skin market is lacking
competition with skin returns to east coast
growers at their lowest levels for 10 years.
The very best 3/4 –1 inch and 1-2 inch skins
are being sold to a level in a very volatile
market. Secondary graded skins, especially
those with mushy bellies are being down
graded and are harder to sell due to the shoe

lining market being very quiet.

in China.

The sluggish Russian economy is the main
reason behind the flat shoe lining market.

Many processors across the country are
currently burying skins shorter than 1/2 inch as
they are not able to recover processing costs.

Short wool sheep skins are the same as short
wool lambs as they traditionally end up for
the shoe lining market. The 1-2 inch and 2-3
inch Merino sheep skins are selling at a
reasonable level to the internal wool market
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Matt doesn’t expect a dramatic change to the
market inside the next 6 months.

Only 2013 Edition of the
LPA NVD will be Accepted

WANT TO WIN A SPORTS
TRAVEL PACKAGE TO JOIN

Members are to be reminded that
WAMMCO supports the Red Meat
Advisory Council’s collective industry
wide agreement to phase out all old
versions of the Livestock Production
Assurance National Vendor Declaration
(LPA NVD) up to including the 2012
version.

100,000 FANS AT THE MCG?
WAMMCO is giving away two AFL Grand Final prize
packages—one for members and one for livestock agents.
The competition is open for livestock processed at WAMMCO Katanning from 4/5/15 to 28/8/15.
Every 100 lambs or mutton sold on a weight and grade, contract or weight no grade basis qualifies for 1
entry. (i.e. if a total of 650 lambs are consigned this equates to 6 entries).
The winners will be drawn at random at the end of August 2015.
For more details contact Rob Davidson 0429380195.

WAMMCO’s has already commenced
implementation of this policy. Should
old versions of the LPA NVD still be
presented, your livestock will be
accepted but you will receive a letter
reconfirming the Co-operative’s 2013
NVD requirement.

Each package includes the following for 2 people:


Return charter flights to Melbourne



Airport / Hotel transfers



3 night’s accommodation at the 4 star Novotel Melbourne on Collins



Tickets to the Crown Grand Final Breakfast



Category 3 seating to the AFL Grand Final

The 2013 edition of the LPA NVD is
recognisable by the pre-printed edition
number (i.e. Sheep and Lambs: S0413)
located at the top left of the document.
You can order a 2013 edition of the LPA
NVD booklet online at http://
lpa.ausmeat.com.au/ or call the LPA
helpline on 180683111.

Look after your ewes
With pastures germinating the temptation may be to stop supplementary feeding your ewes. Most ewes are now in the last trimester of pregnancy
or the first few weeks of lactation. About 70% of fetal growth occurs in the last third of pregnancy, dramatically increasing the energy requirement of
the ewe. The increased energy demands are met by not only increasing the amount of feed offered but also improving the quality of feed offered to
the ewe. Correct energy and calcium supplementation will assist with ideal ewe body condition score at lambing, optimum birth weights for
increased lamb survival, maximum colostrum and milk production and promote fast early lamb growth. Keep feeding your ewes!
Ewes in low body condition in late pregnancy have reduced mammary gland development limiting colostrum production at birth and milk production
over their entire lactation which impacts on lamb growth. Low body conditioned ewes also have a higher mortality rate in late pregnancy and during
lambing. Their lambs are lighter at birth with lower energy reserves and are more prone to death by starvation and exposure.
Growers are encouraged to contact Rob Davidson (0429380195) if they have any nutritional questions.
WAMMCO Perth Office

Livestock contacts

Disclaimer

T: 92620999

Peter Krupa

0427810613

F: 93550961

Wayne Radford

0429944733

E: info@wammco.com.au

Rob Davidson

0429380195

Web: www.wammco.com.au

Or your local agent

Katanning Office

Livestock Bookings

T: 98212000 F: 98212731

Judy Cameron

1800199197
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WAMMCO International makes no representation as to the
accuracy of any information or advice contained in the
LambLine newsletter and excludes all liabilities as a result
by any person acting on such information or advice.

