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Chairman’s Message
As you all know, our agricultural industry is full of challenges. At our recent AGM, we outlined that the Australian red
meat processing industry in 2016/17 probably endured its toughest year in history. I am proud to announce that
WAMMCO still recorded a profit (before pool bonus) of $2.60 million and paid qualifying members a pool bonus of $2.25
million in August 2017. Outlined in this edition of LambLine we discuss a biosecurity and two sub-clover challenges that
we need to understand and learn to manage in order for our industry to remain vibrant.
2017 will be remembered for extraordinary seasonal conditions and fortunately for season saving rains in the last week of
September. While the significant falls throughout the agricultural areas of the state will have tremendous financial
returns, producers on the southern coast (where up to 170mm of rain was recorded) may have preferred a little less!!
Although most pastures have struggled throughout the year, these late rains will give some bulk heading into late spring.
Unfortunately widespread frost through the lakes district in early September, has resulted in significant damage to crops
with many currently being cut for hay.
Producers should now be encouraged to retain store lambs to finish later on. The early weaning of lambs has been widely
practiced this season and should be encouraged once lambs are over 8 weeks of age as it is more feed efficient for lambs
to convert pasture into growth directly rather than through milk production from their mother. Earlier weaning also
allows ewes to recover and return to a minimum body score of 3 to ensure maximum fertility for the 2018 season.
The late September / October rains has boosted the parasitic worm larval production on pastures. Ewes and lambs in sub
optimal body condition are most susceptible to worm infestation. Monitor worm egg
counts carefully and treat accordingly. With tight pasture conditions it will be difficult
to have paddocks available with low levels of pasture contamination. Drenched animals
returning to infested paddocks should still be monitored again in 28 days.
Regards,

Craig Heggaton
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Chief Executive Report
2018 is already shaping as another year of solid advancement and
innovation for WAMMCO as global demand for WA lamb remains
high and industry underwriting by the WA co-operative continues to
improve.
Chief Executive Coll MacRury confirmed the healthy state of
Australia’s only lamb producer co-operative at the recent AGM in
Perth. He said major initiatives taken by the board of directors to
restructure the Australian and NZ Lamb Co-operative in North
America 18 months ago and WAMMCO’s investment of $12.5 million
in new chilled and frozen prime lamb conditioning technology at
Katanning in 2016, were already proving to be vital ‘game changers.’

weight to a more flexible dentition system for Australia by
completing the Sheepmeats Council survey by November 29. This
is your chance to remove the costly ‘Price Cliff Face” ruling in favour
of a more flexible dentition system that enables eruption of
permanent incisor teeth, but without them being in wear.” Details
of the survey can be accessed on the Sheepmeat Council of Australia
web page https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HRDXKKT. Members
with queries may also contact Rob Davidson at WAMMCO on 0429
380 195

Coll said WAMMCO was also supporting sheep producers seeking
answers to the dying red clover and oestrogenic clover issues that
are currently being experienced by our WA members. “WAMMCO
is taking a keen interest in moves to see that there is an adequate,
coordinated research and remedial response these issues so as to
“Changes to our marketing operations in North America are already minimise the catastrophic impacts it could have on the sheep
boosting our present and future prospects, and WAMMCO’s biggest industry in WA. “With estimates that the WA sheep flock has
investment in its 18-year history - Katanning's’ new VRT freezing and already fallen by a further 710,000 head to 13.3 million, there is no
room for further new losses in pasture productivity through vital
chilling technology - is opening more global markets and
staples such as our sub-clovers.”
opportunities to us. We are also expecting to lift value adding (Vac
Pac) capacity at Katanning to 90 cuts per minute by mid January,
Coll said dwindling sheep and lamb supplies also posed an increasing
2018 following a $2.6 million capital injection in a new 8600 rotary
threat to both Australian and New Zealand processors. “Our charter
vacuum pack system, along with new pack off infrastructure, and the
as an Australian producer co-operative, investing in technology, a
addition of low voltage transformer technology, now in its final
stable workforce, trading rebates and high returns for our members,
stages of planning.”
is more vital than ever and I urge all producers to consider increasing
their support for WAMMCO. Whilst many processors struggled for
Coll said there was also an excellent opportunity for WA producers
profitability over the past two seasons, WAMMCO had maintained
to help themselves by joining a new industry push to change
cash/share rebates of 20c/kg on lamb and 10 c/kg on mutton in
Australia’s dentition system for lamb. “A lamb dentition survey
being conducted for Sheepmeat Council of Australia, offers possibly August. The $2.25 million payout took accumulated bonus
payments since 2013 to $13.6 million. The stability offered by
our best chance yet to catch up with New Zealand. Australia’s
outdated dentition system has seen our members continue to suffer WAMMCO was helping to underwrite the improved producer
seasonal losses, often as their lambs change to hoggets in the truck management and on-farm investment in sheep genetics and
as they go to Katanning. We have already gone public in supporting infrastructure needed to sustain and grow the industry.
a proposed change to the dentition system, and will make a
submission to Sheepmeats Council in support of the need for
change. We are therefore urging WAMMCO members to add their

Lairage Reminders
WAMMCO livestock receival times are

Requirements

Presentation of livestock

Mon—Thurs

5:30am—3pm



Stock must have correct coloured ear tag



Don’t crutch over the top of the tail

Fri, Sun & public holidays

6:30am—noon



Use pink tags for all transactional stock



Crutch faecal and urine stains



Accurately complete NVDs



Don’t send wet fly blown stock



Adhere to ESIs for any animal treatments



All stock must be “fit to load”

If you are experiencing any problems with
deliveries please contact Brodie Lange on
0418758219.
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Wide applause for Katanning
product
Global applause for WAMMCO’s new chilled prime lamb product
from both existing and new customers of the co-operative has been
running high. “This is the result of our $12.5million investment in
new VRT product conditioning technology that is helping to open
more of the North American and Canadian markets for us,”
Katanning Manager Tony Bessell explained last week.
“Customer responses are based on the integrity of the product, and I
can say that we have been delighted by the comments. Not only is
the shelf life of our vacuum packaged product showing significant
improvement, its quality, variety and appearance are also helping
customers to sell more WAMMCO chilled prime product - and are
subsequently demanding more of it.”
The shut-down of the plant for annual maintenance early in July
enabled the first scheduled review and fine tuning of the VRT system
since its installation in 2016.
The shutdown has also allowed WAMMCO to proceed with the
planned adaption of the system to provide for the hot boning of

mutton. “Being able to process mutton alongside lamb, soon after
slaughter without having to go through a separate chilling process is
a major advance that will greatly increase our processing flexibility
and productivity to include heavier animals. It will reduce moisturerelated weight loss and ‘wear and tear’ on both staff and machinery.”
Tony said a new $1 million rotary vacuum packaging unit recently
arrived at the plant and will soon join two existing units to boost
plant output from 60 to 90 packs per minute.
He said the investments had also enabled WAMMCO to respond well
to a range of significant challenges over the past few months. “We
have seen wild fluctuations in the supply of livestock in WA with both
numbers and prices reflecting an uncertain start to the season. The
plant has gone from short week kills to overtime with recent volumes
representing our best for some time.”
He said the number and range of saleable items recovered from each
unit of livestock processed at Katanning was also being transformed.
“Our marketing team has identified edible products, amongst items
of offal that were previously sent for rendering. It is all helping
WAMMCO’s bottom line, in turn allowing us to better underwrite our
producer shareholders.”

The first review of WAMMCO’s new $12.5 million freezer complex at Katanning has just been completed. Pictured at the ‘business end’ of the complex were WAMMCO’s Engineer Kim Johnson (right) with several of the maintenance contractors, just before the plant re-opened on July 23.
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Market Update
Current Markets
Average revenues on chilled and frozen lamb and mutton is
producing good sales results with returns on all components of the
carcase achieving better levels than the same time last year in
response to positive demand. Good returns on lamb legs, loins and
offcuts along with some stabilisation in shoulder prices is all helping
to maintain good sales revenue. We expect to maintain this over the
coming months as high value production commences through
October and November for Christmas sales in Europe. Further
assisting returns has been a modest fall in the value for the A$
against major currencies.

benefits of removing a quota on UK sheepmeat imports may well be
negated by higher import duties and other forms of protectionism
that may be introduced, so it is vital that industry fights for a good
result through the FTA. In the meantime the British currency
remains fairly weak against the A$ which has a negative impact on
competiveness and market returns from the UK compared with
other alternative markets.
Pictured below were visitors to the WAMMCO stand from Frigo
Company in Belgium, along with a senior representative from a
Belgium supermarket chain. Belgium continues to be a strong
market for chilled high-value Western Australian lamb, including
products such as fully denuded frenched racks and boneless eye of
shortloins.

Steady sales are continuing into North America, the Middle East,
South East Asia and China, and European sales have been positive
with good volume and value coming from key markets in France,
Belgium and Switzerland. Some business has also been conducted
into the UK, though this market continues to struggle with the
current cost of lamb. Solid forward sales of chilled legs have been
confirmed into Europe over the coming weeks for Christmas.

ANUGA Trade Fair
During October representatives from WAMMCO and Southern
Meats undertook a marketing visit to Europe and attended the
ANUGA trade fair in Germany. A smaller group of Australian
exporters exhibited at the fair this year, probably reflective of a
tough year in the processing industry.
Despite being a European based exhibition, this year the dominant
origin of visitors to the WAMMCO stand were from China. The level
of interest from Chinese customers is very strong and this stood out
as a major theme for the fair. Aside from this we were able to meet
with customers from all market regions around the world.
Generally there was a positive feeling detected during most
customer meetings with global markets displaying good demand for
lamb and mutton. The strong demand from China has a flow-on
effect to other markets by helping create some shortages in other
regions.
There appears to be no clarity in regards to the future impact of
Brexit on the region with ongoing discussions being held as to how
an FTA might look with the UK. There is risk that some of the

Visitors to WAMMCO
Throughout September and October WAMMCO had five companies
from China and two from Malaysia visit our Katanning Plant.
The winter season in China is fast approaching which usually sees an
increase in demand for sheepmeat. This has coincided with a sharp
increase in visitors to the plant who are visiting Australia to source
additional supply.
The effect of five beef processors and one multi species plant being
suspended from exporting to China this year is also creating
increased demand from processors who can supply the market.
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Time was taken with the groups to visit farms in close proximity to
Katanning and one group from Tianjin, China visited Geoff Bilney's
property at Kojonup.

enhancements that may need to be introduced around animal
welfare requirements and further discussion on this are underway.

Rory Bates, Canada inspecting the artificial insemination facilities at
Craig Heggaton’s Genstock Artificial Breeding Centre in Kojonup

WAMMCO hosted visit from representatives of a major Canadian
Supermarket chain during September taking in a tour of the
Katanning processing plant as well as farm visits to Craig Heggaton
and Dawson Bradford. The principal reason for the visit was to review
processing and production systems in place to support the
specialised ‘Free-From’ lamb programme that we are supplying to
this customer. The visit was very positive with discussions held about
expanding supply arrangements in the future. There is still additional

Skins Update
WAMMCO and Southern Meats Skin Manager, Matt Craig reports the
Russians and Chinese continue to dominate the international lamb
and sheep skin market.
This season, WAMMCO’s new season lamb skins are generally fair in
quality given the difficult seasonal conditions and are preferred by
the Russians for the mouton coats as the wool is fine and the pelts
are light. The Chinese however are stronger on shorn lamb and
sheep skins. These are generally used by the garment lining business
that requires relatively good wools and light pelts.
Looking forward, I recommend that members arrange the shearing of
their lambs before grass seeds become an issue. These lambs should
then be retained until they have at least 3/4” of wool which is the
minimum length most tanners want their product. Sheep or lamb
skins under 1/2” have limited markets and are generally destined for
the shoe lining business.

Rob Davidson (left) and Craig Heggaton (right) with Rory Bates and
Dean Cebulski from Canada.
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Red clover disaster moves
North
WAMMCO has welcomed a new research industry response to the
growing number of WA producers who are demanding answers to
the ‘red, dead’ sub-clover syndrome now threatening key areas of
the State. Sub-clovers began turning bright red and dying off for no
apparent reason in the Esperance region in 2010, and the problem
later spread to Mt. Barker and other southern centres. This season
it has appeared in Esperance, Mt Barker, Katanning, Williams,
Dandaragan, Dalwallinu and on a major scale in the Brookton,
Beverley and York areas.
WAMMCO’s Supply Development Manager, Rob Davidson said
whereas a range of theories had been advanced on the cause of the
dying clovers, the problem continued to spread unchecked.
“Already we are seeing a new pasture threat to WA’s lamb, sheep
and wool industries that could be greater than a collapse in
commodity prices. Agents and producers have told us that big drafts
of both lighter lambs and ewes have already been sold because the
pasture losses in areas like Brookton have been so great.” Rob said
the matter had recently been raised at grower meetings of
Australian Wool Innovation in Esperance and Wickepin, with CEO
Stuart McCallum indicating AWI support for research into the
problem.

“Esperance sheepman David Vandenberghe and his colleagues in the
ASHEEP group, have been a lone voice on this problem for some
time and it is great to hear that its migration to other areas of the
State is now focussing AWI funding interest. “We would agree with
David, that adequate, longer term funding needs to focus on ‘clean
slate’ research on this and other emerging pasture problems and
techniques in WA.
Brookton farmer, Brett Whittington was one of the first farmers in
his area to see his Dalkeith clover turn bright red in April this year,
then die off. “For a while, I thought it must have been caused by
long, dry spell after heavy February rains. The alarm bells sounded
when large, established clover plants failed to recover, and
germinating plants continued to die after good rains in June and July.
Neighbours know how passionate I am about my pastures, and were
ringing to see if I could tell them what was happening to the subclover. There are still very few satisfactory answers for anyone.”

Brett Whittington on a normal pasture paddock devoid of sub clover

Red clover at Brookton. Photo courtesy of Holly Bassett—Dying Red
Clover Facebook

Brett said one of his large pasture paddocks with a seed mix of 0.5 kg
Casbah, 1.5 kg Prima Gland, 6 kg Dalkeith sub-clover and 6 kg of Eliza
Serradella, seeded before the late rains, provided the most graphic
evidence of the red clover problem. Other plants in the mix were
thriving through into October, but there were virtually no surviving
Dalkeith plants in the paddock. Brett later reseeded a former cloverbased pasture paddock with Barley in August in an effort to
compensate for a small portion of the lost clover.
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His neighbour Brad Bassett also lost most of his varieties of clover.
However Brad discovered by chance that where he sprayed a strip of
affected clover-based pasture with an insecticide that the clover
subsequently survived and recovered. With no firm research to
indicate the cause of the clover problem, when it would occur, or
what could be used to control or prevent it, Brookton farmers
turned to their counterparts in the Esperance area, who had been
trying to cope with red clover since the first outbreak 2010. Anxiety
increased as they realised there was a long list of unresolved issues
and a longer list of unknowns.

Brett Whittington (right) with neighbour Brad Bassett

West of Brookton, large sheep producer, Eric Pech confirmed that he
had sent both light lambs and ewes to buyers in Eastern Australia,
because of the sub-clover wipe-out on about 4,000 ha of his
property. He predicted at least 15,000 sheep from his vicinity had
headed east over the past few months. “I reached 11,000 lambs this
year, and the loss of so much pasture was devastating,” Eric said. It
was made worse by being forced to sell these light lambs at a lower
price and then to pay an MLA research levy on them when there has
been virtually no research to assist with the problem.” Numerous
calls to a range of ‘experts’ at Agriculture WA took place soon after
the clovers began to die and he recently sent further samples to the
Albany office in an ongoing search for answers. “The lack of positive
response to this problem has been disturbing, through to
suggestions that we may need to change our pasture systems,” Eric
said. For many, that would probably mean exiting the sheep
industry.”

Neil Ballard is a Narrogin-based researcher and rural consultant who
joined Esperance producers in the early days of their quest for
answers, and continues to monitor red clover damage throughout
the State. “The outbreak at Brookton and surrounding areas was a
real wake-up call because it occurred for the first time in a different
rainfall environment under different conditions.” Neil endorsed the
strong new call for coordinated research into WA’s changing pasture
needs.
David Vandenberghe said AWI CEO Stuart McCullough had
foreshadowed research funding for work on red clover at a meeting
of producers in Esperance on October 16. “They have completed a
report on the issue and have indicated they plan to make a start in
the near future. Producers like myself believe the work needs to
also involve State and other research organisations. The WA
Department of Agriculture for example once employed world
leaders on pasture research. They are still about, but in many cases
they are now working for other organisations, on non-farm
projects.” David said Esperance farmers had already made significant
advances in developing suitable new pastures for their region.
“Visitors are impressed by the degree of progress we are making
with productive pastures, with and without sub clovers, but we
would probably be doing better with some dedicated research to
point the way. We probably need a ten year project with new ideas
on a clean slate to develop and manage a new range of pasture
systems. Australian grain growing has forged ahead on this type of
research while livestock/pasture has fallen badly behind. We need
to pool our funds and resources and to move ahead quickly on this
issue.”

Clover disease resurgence in
sheep flocks across Southern
Australia—implications for the
sheep industry—Dr. Kevin
Foster
With the shift from wool production towards lamb meat production
there is a greater need for higher lambing percentages. However,
the most significant environmental factor to negatively impact ewe
reproductive performance in southern Australia is high-oestrogen
clovers. Many forage legumes contain phyto-estrogens, compounds
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that can cause infertility and other reproductive disorders in grazing
animals. The compound in subterranean clovers (formononetin) can
cause temporary infertility in sheep that is resolved after the animal
is removed, as well as the permanent infertility commonly known as
‘clover disease’. However, the syndrome also includes a range of
‘disorders’ including maternal dystocia (difficult births), uterine
prolapse, increased death rate of ewes, and post-natal mortality of
lambs. Often there are no visual signs of permanent infertility
because the ewes show normal oestrous cycles. As a consequence,
the condition often goes unnoticed by producers. The problem was
thought to be largely resolved in early 1990s, although one million
ewes affected by ‘sub-clinical’ clover disease may have caused a 10%
increase in non-pregnant ewes in the south west of WA alone. A
recent report of low ewe fertility in Merinos (65% lambing
percentage overall; only 35% in maidens) identified the cause as
clover disease (Lyn Dohle per comm).

Identification of subterranean clover cultivars in the field over the
2014-15 winter seasons by UWA researchers, showed that many
pastures across southern Australia contain, or are even dominated
by, older high-oestrogen cultivars such as Yarloop, Dwalganup,
Geraldton and Dinninup. At recent field days in South Australia and
Victoria, we found all four of the highest oestrogenic cultivars in one
paddock, unbeknownst to the producer. In every subsequent
paddock visited, high oestrogen cultivars were present and were
often dominant in the sward; in one case, they were the only
cultivars present. Producers were surprised (as were consultants) at
the diversity of the cultivars in their pastures and were unaware of
how the subterranean clover cultivar and content can impact ewe
fertility. It should also be noted that naturalised variants of
subterranean clover have evolved locally (from natural crossing
events) and may also occur widely; some of these are also highly
oestrogenic (e.g. Eden Valley in SA and Book Book in NSW). The
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levels of oestrogens in other variants are unknown. The vast
majority of meat producers surveyed had also not resown a paddock
to one of the newer varieties in the last 20 years, explaining the
strong presence of oestrogenic clovers in the medium to high rainfall
zones. It is clear that many producers are unaware of the situation
and are not planning to renovate with newer varieties (for low
oestrogens, increased yield, or improved disease resistance). The
low fertility of sheep is often overlooked, there is a significant
economic loss (up to 8% of whole farm profitability) and an animal
welfare issue is emerging.

solution is a program of extension that will allow prime lamb
producers to return to their full potential. UWA researchers and
collaborators hope to be able to meet this extension need in the
near future.

It is important to note that, as grazing frequency and pressure
increases, during the autumn-winter feed-gap period, for example,
so does the risk of causing permanent infertility. Damage to the
reproductive tract accumulates with each year’s exposure to highoestrogen pastures. Moderate to high stocking rates are a feature of
the meat industry in southern Australia, so pastures with as little as
30% oestrogenic clovers cannot be considered as ‘safe’, as was once
thought. Even with short grazing periods, subclinical infertility may
well occur because of the selective grazing behaviour of sheep.
Much of southern Australia has also experienced the “Millennium
Drought”, with prolonged periods of dry conditions that would
promote the re-emergence of the older harder-seeded cultivars that
are highly oestrogenic, such as Dwalganup and Dinninup that are
now a recurring problem in many pastures. Considering all the above
issues, it is extremely difficult to predict a ‘safe’ concentration of
plant oestrogens in sub clover that could be tolerated by the
management of grazing during the year. Far more preferable is the
replacement of all high-formononetin sub clover cultivars with
newer low-oestrogen varieties.

Lyn Dohle | Senior Consultant – Soil and Land Management. Rural
Solutions SA | Primary Industries and Regions SA – PIRSA.

Dr. Kevin Foster. School of Agriculture and Environment. UWA.
kevin.foster@uwa.edu.au
Professor Graeme Martin. School of Agriculture and Environment.
UWA graeme.martin@uwa.edu.au

Foot and mouth disease—
think the worst first—and
report it—Dr. Rod Thompson
Imagine the nightmare if foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) occurred in
Australia and was allowed to spread because people did not
recognise it and report it to a vet immediately. Western Australian
livestock owners would see the immediate shutdown of all clovenhooved livestock export markets for live animals, meat and wool.
That would be the response that our trading partners would take to
protect their livestock herds and flocks.

The export market takes 80% of our WA livestock and livestock
products, which are worth $2 billion a year. The impact of this
would be enormous – not just in terms of lost exports, but in loss of
jobs, impact on farmers and rural communities (including tourism
due to quarantine measures in force). However, the biggest impact
and cost come from being locked out of export markets for
potentially up to two years while proof-of-freedom testing is
undertaken to prove to our trading partners that we do not have
FMD anymore. Early FMD detection and reporting by anyone and
everyone in all livestock sectors are the critical factors to limiting the
impact of an FMD incursion. Early detection and reporting mean
that the spread of FMD can be stopped. Transporting animals
infected with FMD virus is the main way the disease could spread
There is a need again to provide clear guidance to producers and interstate from or into WA.
consultants on the effects of high-oestrogen subterranean clovers on If Australia can limit the spread to just one infected state or
ewe fertility and on measures to control them in pastures. The territory, then the cost might be limited to about $6 billion,
The negative impacts on reproduction and health from high
oestrogenic clovers were promoted for decades by State
departments and the Universities throughout Australia but, over the
last 20-25 years, the once close relationship between these
institutions, agronomists and producers has been eroded. Failure to
address the presence of high-oestrogenic cultivars and variants in
today’s pastures is now causing loss of reproductive potential in the
sheep meat industry - with consequences for farm profits and animal
welfare. In discussions with consultants and agronomists, it was
clear that few were able to identify subterranean clovers varieties in
the field or advise clients with confidence on issues of ‘clover
disease’ in sheep.
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according to the Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource
Economics and Sciences (ABARES). However, ABARES estimates the
cost if five more Australian States were infected could be as much
as $52 billion. So astute livestock owners, transporters, agents,
saleyards and abattoir staff can help save Australia potentially $46
billion by looking for and reporting any unusual signs of disease to a
vet, especially if animals have any signs that could be FMD.
Look for lame animals, animals that are reluctant to move, that are
salivating excessively or drooling. There may sometimes be
abortions in pregnant females. Check these animals’ mouths and
look for fresh fluid-filled blisters (vesicles), or ones that have
ruptured to leave red or pink underlying tissue exposed.

Older blisters that are healing may be yellowish. FMD lesions can be
found where the skin meets the soft moist mucous membranes
around the mouth and nose (lips, nose, tongue, cheeks), on the feet
(around the coronary band and between the toes) and on the teats
of cows or other cloven-hoofed animals. Sheep may sometimes just
be lame, and the lesions in the mouth may be difficult to see.
If you see any of the above signs, call a vet immediately or the free
Emergency Animal Disease hotline on 1800 675 888.
Note that FMD is not a disease of humans, horses or chickens/birds.
Cloven-hooved livestock (such as cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, deer,
camels and alpaca/lama) are the only species that can be infected
with FMD.
Prevention is always better than cure. Please ensure that if you or
your workers are returning from overseas, especially if they have
been in a country with FMD that they observe a 7-day self-imposed
quarantine period where they do not go onto farms with livestock
with cloven hooves. It is best not to bring boots, clothes and hats
used overseas back to any livestock farm. Make sure that no
meats like salamis or dairy products that could potentially contain
FMD virus are brought into Australia. Also do not feed any meat or
meat products, including kitchen scraps, to pigs as this is the most
likely way FMD could be introduced to Australia (as it did in the
2002 FMD outbreak in the United Kingdom).

FMD Sheep lesion—mouth

You will be applauded for reporting these disease signs because you
are protecting your industry. Hopefully the disease will not be FMD
– and the data from the disease investigation will be used to help
prove we don’t have FMD to our trading partners.
Protect WA’s livestock export markets. Know the threat, call a vet!
Just to be on the safe side.
Dr Rod Thompson is the Department of Primary Industries and
Regional Development Veterinary Officer in Northam and has just
completed a series of FMD workshops with saleyards, agents,
transporters and producers in WA. If you have an upcoming farmers
meeting and would like to have Rod or other DPIRD vets give a
presentation on exotic diseases, please call Rod on 0467 766 720 or
contact your local DPIRD vet – search Livestock Biosecurity on the
DPIRD website, agric.wa.gov.au for their contacts.
For more information about how to recognise the signs of FMD,
search ‘foot-and-mouth’ on agric.wa.gov.au

FMD Cattle lesion—foot
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New QA Manager
Marc Chambers has stepped into many vital roles since he joined
WAMMCO as Quality Assurance Manager at Katanning in April.
The former Quality Training Manager for Coles, Quality Assurance
Officer at Heinz Wattie Foods, TAFE lecturer and Quality Assurance
Manager for Harvey Beef, has overseen the preparation for
accreditation of the new hot boning program at Katanning, and the
Known Consignor program for WAMMCO airfreight to the US.

have been delivered to the abattoir after unloading as soon as
practicably possible. These obligations must be reflected in the
establishment’s Approved Arrangement.
Therefore, Animal Welfare incident reports are required to be
lodged when we receive a load of animals that are in the first
instance unfit to load, have injuries that would make them unfit to
load or if there is evidence of mistreatment by transporters.
An animal is NOT fit to load if it:
 is not strong enough to undertake the journey

Longer term, he will be revising and upgrading the entire Quality
Assurance program at Katanning

 cannot walk normally, bearing weight on all legs

Animal Welfare requirements

 is suffering from severe visible distress or injury

WAMMCO Katanning is an export registered processing facility,
operating under an Approved Arrangement with the Department of
Agriculture and Water Resource.

 is severely emaciated or visibly dehydrated

 is in a condition that could cause it increased pain or distress
during transport
 is blind in both eyes

The occupier of an export registered abattoir is responsible for the
 is in late pregnancy
welfare of animals from the point of unloading off the truck or rail to
the completion of slaughter. The occupier is also responsible for
assessing and reacting as appropriate to the condition of stock that
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Producer of the Year
With the inaugural WAMMCO Producer of the Year deemed a
success, the competition is up and running again for season 2017/18
using the same judging criteria.
The Producer of the Year award is designed around plant and
marketing efficiencies. The competition is judged on your entire
year’s supply of lambs to WAMMCO. All members delivering a
minimum of 250 crossbred or 250 Merino lambs are automatically
entered with no more entry forms to complete or entry fees to pay.
The competition is aimed at increasing the year round supply of
defect free carcases in the 18.1-28kg fat score 2/3 window
The competition is judged with 80% of the points being assigned to
the carcase specifications and the remaining 20% assigned to
quantity and timing of deliveries. Growers that deliver large
quantities of lambs in the harder to supply period (Autumn and
Winter) will receive more points than those delivering similar
numbers in Spring.

WAMMCO Chairman Craig Heggaton with Grant and Bernadette
Robinson, Babakin—winners of the Crossbred lamb medium supplier class.

The winner of the WAMMCO Producer of the Year is awarded the
Judy Cameron Memorial Award. Judy Cameron was a very loyal, long
term WAMMCO employee who performed Katanning Office
Management and Livestock Booking Officer roles.

Craig Heggaton (left), the late Judy Cameron’s daughter Tamara
Peucker (second from left) and Rob Davidson (right) with Perrin,
Gayelle and Tessa Quartermaine, Highbury —winners of the inaugural
Judy Cameron Memorial Award and WAMMCO’s Producer of the Year

Trevor, Wade and Mason Brown, Jerramungup with Landmark agent
Neil Foreman—winners of the Merino large supplier class.
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WAMMCO Producer of the Year award sponsors David Howey (Elanco), Steve Cook (Jurox) and Ben Fletcher (Zoetis) with winners of the Merino
small supplier class—Patrik, Jeni and Evan Wyatt (Pingaring) and their agent Jane Busby (West Coast Livestock, Pingaring)

Perth office

T: 92620999

F: 93550961

E: info@wammco.com.au

www.wammco.com.au

Katanning office

T: 98219000

F 98212731

WAMMCO livestock contacts or
contact your local agent

Peter Krupa
0427810613

Wayne Radford
0429944733

Rob Davidson
0429380195

Ashleigh Edwards (bookings)
98219027 / 1800199197

Disclaimer

WAMMCO International makes no representation as to the accuracy of any information or advice contained in the
LambLine newsletter and excludes all liabilities as a result by any person acting on such information or advice.
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