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❏ Trevor Stacey and
nephew Alex at
Quairading last week

WAMMCO REBATES
TOTAL $6.775 MILLION
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WAMMCO
rebate a
morale
booster
“WE thought we were dreaming.
Just got a radio bulletin that
WAMMCO was paying a 40c/kg rebate on our lambs – and the money
was in our bank.”
That was the response of the
Quairading brothers, Colin and
Trevor Stacey to WAMMCO’s decision to distribute a record $1.8
million in cash and shares to members at the beginning of August.
“It is a credit to WAMMCO that
they were able to turn around from
losses to profitable trading in the
same difficult year, and to pass back

such healthy proceeds to their
members,” Trevor Stacey said.
“Our previous lamb rebates have
been paid in December. To receive
such an increase as early as August
has given our confidence a major
boost because we were still suffering from a poor season and last
year’s low grain prices and with
meeting the outlays for this year’s
crop.
“In this regard the WAMMCO
bonus also came on top of 73 mm
of rain in July that rescued the current crop.”

Katanning bounces back
WAMMCO’s Katanning plant
bounced back from its two
week shut-down last week with
a new 4-year Single Enterprise
Agreement in place, some new
value adding equipment, and a
team of 12 skilled Kiwi workers
ready for a busy processing
program through to Christmas.
Katanning manager Tony
Bessell said the new worker
agreement would provide extra
flexibility including Saturday
shifts and would assist the heavy
bookings already nominated
through to December.
He said a new $250,000 tripe
processing system and a new

forequarter splitting unit from
Europe had been installed
during the break and would add
not only new safety and hygiene
benefits, but also improve
product recovery percentages
and quality.
Tony has negotiated a new
energy agreement
with
Wesfarmers Premier Power
Sales that will provide significant
concessions on both peak and
off-peak tariffs. However he said
a carbon tax liability costing the
Katanning plant about $160,000
was still in place, despite political
pledges to remove the tax.

❏ Alex Hamlin (left) and Steve Weigand in the new tripe processing
installation at Katanning. Alex was recently qualified as WAMMCO’s
Occupational Health and Safety officer at Katanning and represented
the co-operative at a conference of about 75 Health and Safety officers
from Australia and New Zealand in Sydney recently.
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In this August 2013 edition of WAMMCO Info, we feature long standing directors of the co-operative
Kim Hutchinson and Gerard O’Brien, who have separately lent substantial accounting and banking
expertise to the organisation since its formation in 1999.
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2013/14 lamb competition

Lamb taste trials

WAMMCO will underwrite a new State Prime Lamb
competition, starting on September 1, and extending through
to the end of May, 2014.
Co-ordinator Rob Davidson said conditions of entry would
remain the same as previous years. However there may be new
adjustments to the classes of entries to suit changing industry
conditions.
Rob encouraged members to enter the competition for the
fantastic benchmarking and learning experiences it had
provided for all entrants over the past ten years.
Producers or sponsors with queries can contact
Rob on 0429 380 195.

LAMB producers will have an opportunity to hear about the lean
meat/lamb eating quality trials now under way in WA at Craig
Heggaton’s annual Evergreen Grazing Co field day on his
property at Kojonup on September 13.
The four WA producer demonstration sites are being coordinated by researcher Kelly Pearce and are supported by Meat
and Livestock Australia.
They are expected to underscore future lamb marketing
initiatives based on consumer taste preferences.
Further details: k.pearce@murdoch.edu.au or
Rob Davidson 0429 380 195.

